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It has also been suggested that the civilized races
of South and Central America were migrants, already
possessed of a high state of culture or a semiciviliza-
tion, who reached the shores of tropical America and
that they never spread far from their original land-
ing-places. Yet we have abundant proof that these
races, or at least the masses, were of the same race
as the other Indians, and if they arrived as migrants
from oversea then they must have reached America
long ages before they had developed any material
cultures. It will therefore be seen that no theory put
forth fully covers the matter.
Although., as I have said, no North American race
ever reached a high or true civilization, still many
tribes reached a high state of culture within the
boundaries of the present United States, and several
of these were well started on the road to civilization
when, for one reason or .another, their progress was
checked. Omitting the most advanced of the various
Indian tribes, many of which, such as the Iroquois,
had established complex governments and had formed
strong confederations approaching true common-
wealths, we find such cultures as those of the mound-
bnilders, the cliff-dwellers and the Pueblos. Here
again are puzzles and problems we cannot solve. We
do not know who the mound-builders were, nor are
we any too certain of the identity of the cliff-dwellers,
or of the Pueblos who are considered the descendants
of the cliff-dwellers. "No mounds similar to those of
the mound-builders are known in any other portion of
the world, and many of the artifacts found within the
mounds are distinct from the work of any other
known American race.